THE MATHEMATICAL TRIPOS
Under the new system the men can be examined in elementary mathematics at the end of their first or second year, and can thus take up a new subject, such as engineering, economics or science, in which their mathematics may prove of considerable assistance. Whether or not the changes that have been made in the Mathematical Tripos have been instrumental in promoting the progress of mathematical science in this country is a question which it is very difficult to answer. There is no doubt that the number of mathematical papers published in England has increased very gready, and so has the number of people engaged in research in mathematics, but this in my opinion is largely due to the great change which has come over the feeling in the country with regard to research, rather than to the changes in the Tripos itself. In the days of the old Tripos very few rewards were given for research. Fellowships, except at Trinity College, were given for success in examinations and not for research. Scholarships stopped as soon as the scholar had taken his degree. When a man applied for a teaching post the qualification which carried most weight was that of being a good teacher. No one asked whether he was a good researcher, or whether he had done any research at all. There were no rewards for research except the small number of professorships in the few universities which then existed. Now all this has been changed ; the country has got the research habit, research is the fashion in all subjects. Candidates for Fellowships would have little chance of election unless they submitted a dissertation containing an account of a piece of original research. For all scientific posts the predominant qualification is a successful piece of research. The student who, after taking his degree, wishes to research, may now get very substantial
61